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The new perspectives about and questions being asked
about aging could be (a) observed across society. Finding
that the previous limits of age were being (b) extended or
loosened in many arenas, it appeared that the stereotypes
surrounding aging were fading. As baby boomers entered
midlife, the idea of oldness was being (c) hastened, and
the expectations for what people should or should not
be doing at a particular age widened. Turning fifty had
only recently been (d) generally regarded as the unofficial
turning of the corner into one’s senior years, but now that
number did not automatically mean one could not start
a new career. In a good number of cases, at least, age
was becoming less (e) influential, a clear victory for those

advocating for a less age-centric society.

@ (a) @ (b)
® (¢ @ (d)
® (e)
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The new perspectives about and questions being
asked about aging could be observed across
society. Marj Jackson Levin wrote in 1988 that

were being extended or

loosened in many arenas. Whether it was fortysomething
baseball players, midlife women having babies, or the
oldest president in the nation’s history, it did indeed
appear that the stereotypes surrounding aging were
fading. As baby boomers entered midlife, the idea of
oldness was being delayed, and the expectations for what
people should or should not be doing at a particular age

widened.

@ the economic status of seniors

@ the traditional roles of gender

® the biological functions of humans
@ the political influence of boomers
® the previous limits of age
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The new perspectives about and questions being asked
about aging could be observed across society. “Something
strange is happening in America,” wrote Marj Jackson
Levin for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in 1988, finding that
what she called “the previous limits of age” were being
extended or loosened in many arenas. Whether it was
fortysomething baseball players, midlife women having
babies, or the oldest president in the nation’s history, it
did indeed appear that the stereotypes surrounding aging
were fading. As baby boomers entered midlife, the idea of
oldness was being delayed, and the expectations for what
people should or should not be doing at a particular age
widened. Turning fifty had only recently been generally
regarded as the unofficial turning of the corner into
one’s senior years, for example, but now that number
did not automatically mean one could not start a new
career or family. In a good number of cases, at least, age
was becoming less influential, a clear victory for those

advocating for a less age-centric society.

(D The negative social consequences of ignoring age-
based roles in the workplace

@ Strategies for starting a successful new career after
reaching the age of fifty

® Shifting perceptions and the loosening of
traditional age boundaries in society

@ The biological reasons why baby boomers live
longer than previous generations

® The historical significance of having the oldest
president in American history
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The new perspectives about and questions being asked
about aging could be observed across society. “Something
strange is happening in America,” wrote Marj Jackson
Levin for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in 1988, finding that
what she called “the previous limits of age” were being
extended or loosened in many arenas. Whether it was
fortysomething baseball players, midlife women having
babies, or the oldest president in the nation’s history, it
did indeed appear that the stereotypes surrounding aging
were fading. As baby boomers entered midlife, the idea of
oldness was being delayed, and the expectations for what
people should or should not be doing at a particular age
widened. Turning fifty had only recently been generally
regarded as the unofficial turning of the corner into
one’s senior years, for example, but now that number
did not automatically mean one could not start a new
career or family. In a good number of cases, at least, age
was becoming less influential, a clear victory for those

advocating for a less age-centric society.

O The entry of baby boomers into midlife contributed
to delaying the concept of oldness.

@ Some people lobbied for a society that does not
focus heavily on a person's age.

® Marj Jackson Levin reported that the boundaries of
age were expanding in 1988.

@ Turning fifty is still strictly viewed as the beginning
of one's senior years in all cases.

® Examples of fading age stereotypes included older
athletes and midlife mothers.
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The new perspectives about and questions being asked
about aging could be observed across society. “Something
strange is happening in America,” wrote Marj Jackson
Levin for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in 1988, finding that
what she called “the previous limits of age” were being
extended or loosened in many arenas. Whether it was
fortysomething baseball players, midlife women having
babies, or the oldest president in the nation’s history, it
did indeed appear that the stereotypes surrounding aging
were fading. As baby boomers entered midlife, the idea of
oldness was being delayed, and the expectations for what
people should or should not be doing at a particular age
widened. Turning fifty had only recently been generally
regarded as the unofficial turning of the corner into
one’s senior years, for example, but now that number
did not automatically mean one could not start a new
career or family. In a good number of cases, at least, age
was becoming less influential, a clear victory for those

advocating for a less age-centric society.
s N
As traditional age boundaries become more

A) in

chronological age is losing its _______ (B)

various  fields,

in determining social roles and

expectations.
-

@ strict - authority

® flexible - complexity
® rigid - significance

@ flexible - significance
® narrow - influence

Altered perspectives and inquiries regarding the aging
process (a) were becoming discernible throughout the
social fabric. In 1988, Marj Jackson Levin noted that
(b) what she termed the former boundaries of age
were undergoing expansion or loosening across various
domains. From athletes in their forties to women
embracing motherhood in midlife, it was evident that the
stereotypes associated with growing older (c) were losing
their grip. With the baby boomer generation (d) reaching
middle age, the definition of being old was deferred,
yet that milestone no longer (e) prohibiting individuals

from embarking on fresh professional paths or starting

families.

@ (a) @ (b)
® (o @ (d)
® (e)
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Altered perspectives and inquiries regarding the aging
process were becoming discernible throughout the social
fabric. In 1988, Marj Jackson Levin noted that the
traditional constraints of age were undergoing expansion
or loosening across various domains. From athletes
in their forties to women embracing motherhood in
midlife, it was evident that the stereotypes associated
with growing older were losing their grip. With the baby
boomer generation reaching middle age, the definition of

being old was deferred, while
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Altered perspectives and inquiries regarding the aging
process were becoming discernible throughout the social
fabric. @ In 1988, Marj Jackson Levin noted that the
traditional constraints of age were undergoing expansion
or loosening across various domains. @ From athletes in
their forties to women embracing motherhood in midlife,
it was evident that the stereotypes associated with
growing older were losing their grip. ® As baby boomers
entered midlife, the idea of oldness was being pushed

back, and the expectations for what people should or

For instance, reaching the age of fifty had previously
been regarded as the threshold of one's senior years,
yet that milestone no longer prohibited individuals from

embarking on fresh professional paths.

D the biological decline associated with aging became
more pronounced

@ the social security system for the elderly was
significantly strengthened

® the generational gap between parents and children
grew wider

@ the norms governing age-appropriate behavior
became increasingly flexible

® the career opportunities for young professionals
were strictly limited

should not be doing at a particular age broadened.
@ Consequently, many governments began to increase
the mandatory retirement age to alleviate the financial
burden on national pension systems. & In numerous
instances, chronological age was losing its relevance,
representing a significant triumph for advocates of a

society less preoccupied with age-based distinctions.
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Altered perspectives and inquiries regarding the

aging process were becoming discernible throughout
the social fabric. In 1988, Marj Jackson Levin
noted that the traditional constraints of age were

undergoing expansion or loosening across various

domains.
J

(A) From athletes in their forties to women embracing

motherhood in midlife, and even the oldest
president ever to hold office, it was evident that
the stereotypes associated with growing older were

losing their grip.

(B) With the baby boomer generation reaching middle

age, the definition of being old was deferred, while
the norms governing age-appropriate behavior
became increasingly flexible. Reaching fifty no

longer meant one could not start a new career.

(C) In numerous instances, chronological age was

losing its relevance, representing a significant
triumph for advocates of a society less preoccupied

with age-based distinctions.
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For instance, reaching the age of fifty had previously
been regarded as the threshold of one's senior years,
yet that milestone no longer prohibited individuals

from embarking on fresh professional paths or

starting families.
- J

Altered perspectives and inquiries regarding the aging

process were becoming discernible throughout the social
fabric. O In 1988, Marj Jackson Levin noted that the
traditional constraints of age were undergoing expansion
or loosening across various domains. @ From athletes
in their forties to women embracing motherhood in
midlife, it was evident that the stereotypes associated
with growing older were losing their grip. @ With
the baby boomer generation reaching middle age, the
definition of being old was deferred, while the norms
governing age-appropriate behavior became increasingly
flexible. @ In numerous instances, chronological age was
losing its relevance, representing a significant triumph
for advocates of a society less preoccupied with age-based

distinctions. G&)
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HME: ® Shifting perceptions and the
loosening of traditional age boundaries in
society
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e @ Turning fifty is still strictly viewed
as the beginning of one's senior years in all
cases.
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HE: @ the norms governing age—appropriate
behavior became increasingly flexible
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